
⻘写真�BLUE�PRINTS
Dennis Humphrey 

This handmade book was inspired by, and produced during, a 3-month stay in Tokyo in 
the winter of 2019, with side trips to Kobe, Tokushima, Kaga and Kyoto. 



I had the unique opportunity to live in Tokyo rather than simply be a tourist, exploring its 
neighbourhoods and engaging with people on a daily basis. During that period, I 
participated in papermaking, indigo dyeing, woodblock printing, brush calligraphy and 
cyanotype printing. 

The title ⻘青写真 BLUE PRINTS means cyanotype or blueprint (⻘青), and pictures (写真); 
it is pronounced ao shashin in Japanese. 

The overarching theme and design of the book, the cyanotype and pigment ink prints 
and accompanying short poems soon became wabi-sabi along with the colour blue—
given the time of year, what I was feeling, perceiving and admiring, as well as the 
cyanotype printing and indigo-dyeing processes I was experimenting with, along with a 
rudimentary studio setup. 

The 10.25 cm square 42-page booklet, with bookmark, placed inside a 12.5 cm square 
paulownia kiribako wooden box, closes with a sliding belly band. A small paper case 
with bamboo leaf design holds a 5 cm square booklet of 16 original lanternes poems 

(1-2-3-4-1 syllables). The set is wrapped in a cotton furoshiki wrap showing an original 
bound shibori dyed indigo pattern with splashed and dripped persimmon juice. 

Foreword and Notes sections describe the inspiration and processes. Twenty-three 
pages feature pigment ink prints of cyanotypes, indigo dyeing, handmade paper and 
digital photos created while I was in Japan. 

A Resonances section lists inspiring quotes. Each flutterbook also includes a 14.5 cm 
pop-up bowing kimono titled Boroboro (torn, tattered) printed with pigment ink on kozo 
unryu (cloud dragons) washi paper. 



 

This edition of the signed, titled, dated and numbered flutterbook set consists of 5 
copies and 1 AC (artist copy). 

Throughout all of the elements of ⻘青写真 BLUE PRINTS, I have tried to remain true to 
the original wabi-sabi and blue themes by selecting visual, textual and other design 
elements that are evocative of asymmetry, age, wear, change, and the colour blue. 

⻘青写真 BLUE PRINTS is my way of expressing a sincere admiration over the past 30 
years for Japanese aesthetics in the arts and crafts: papermaking, bookbinding, fashion 
design, shibori, indigo dyeing, pottery, dance, and theatre, among others.  However, I 
doubt I will ever be able to fully understand or master the intricacies of Japan's art and 
culture. 

You can find additional images on my website: 

http://dennishumphrey.wixsite.com/artphoto/writing-book-arts 

Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to obtain a copy. 

http://dennishumphrey.wixsite.com/artphoto/folio
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