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Spaces in Between : Sound of Nature

Make strides towards your happiness

This is a collaborative exhibition between two art photographers:
Chang, Yun-kai — Taipei, Taiwan
and

Dennis Humphrey — Vancouver, Canada

Gallery

Liv'in Riverside, Taipei

Address

1F., No.16-1, Sec. 3, Xinsheng S. Rd.
Da’an Dist., Taipei City 10660
Taiwan (R.O.C.)

Exhibition Theme
Spaces in Between — Dennis Humphrey

This is a story of spaces, differences, barriers, tolerance and change —spaces
between living beings and people, cultures, beliefs and ideas.

Andros and Hermis are Terran "kins" who have lived all of their lives on Terra Verda
(Green Earth), a small, lonely planet in a distant galaxy.

Their world has become overcrowded. All other Terran “non-kins“ no longer seem to
accept or tolerate the kins because they are different.

These other Terran non-kins are of male or female gender, both of which look, act
and dress very differently. They form couples for companionship or reproduction,
and to raise a family.

However, Andros, Hermis and their Terran kins are androgynes. Physically they look
neither male nor female since each kin's gender identity is fluid, sliding at will
between the typical gender extremities.

They are able to self-reproduce if they wish and often form lifelong bonds with
another kin, for companionship or to raise their families together.
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Faced with increasing reprisal and rejection by the non-kin Terrans, the kins have
decided to leave Terra Verde and explore other planets and galaxies, in search of a
space that would allow them to live as they are, in greater peace and harmony.

The skin of the kins contains chromatophores that scan, absorb and reflect the
environment around them, evoking or invoking different social, physical or mental
states. These bioscapes and their associated states can be stored as memories.
Later, the markings can be recalled, displayed and shared with others.

Andros and Hermis have been travelling in space and time throughout the galaxies
in search of a new place to live. On this night, they have landed on Earth under a
cloudy moon-filled sky. It is their first glimpse of nature on the planet Earth. They
have finally arrived in Taipei.

Sound of Nature — Chang, Yun-kai

The Sound of Nature is based on a story (Z%)zf) by the great Chinese philosopher

Zhuangzi. This is the most natural sound created by nature. The story is about three
kinds of sounds — they represent three different spiritual levels*.

The Sound of Nature is where all sounds in the world come together. There is
no competition, no winning or losing, no higher or lower, no better or worse.

People always judge according to their opinions; nature does not. Nature has no
prejudice and allows us to live in our own way, to express ourselves in our own way.

In Taipei, Nature welcomes Andros, Hermis and other kins to a more harmonious
home that accepts diversity and difference.

This exhibition evokes the idea that we can accept practices that are different from
the way we think. This will narrow the spaces between us.

Story

Akai's and Dennis' photos are grouped in pairs along the walls of the gallery. They
form a story that expresses Andros', Hermis' and Nature's thoughts and
observations during their encounter on Earth.

*Zhuangzi discusses two other levels of sound: the sound of people (A#§) and the
sound of the ground (Hi#).
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Akai is interested in photography and the Buddhist way of self-purification.

As a photographer at Hondo Studio, he started taking photos at the age of 17. After
finishing his PhD in the field of Buddhism, he began to teach photography. He
noticed that both of these areas were similar because they pay attention to detail.

People cannot discover tiny impurities unless they look inside calmly. Then they can
point them out and get rid of them. Just like a cameraman always pays attention to
the wonderful combination of light and shadow in ordinary life, he can take a nice
shot, even with a cellphone camera.

The pictures for this exhibition are about ordinary life and were taken by Akai with a
cellphone camera. That is the reason he is so fond of photography and Buddhism.

Akai lives in Taipei with his wife and their son. With exploring hearts, they keep
travelling their life journey.
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Dennis Humphrey

Dennis is a visual artist, photographer, poet and book artist.

His photographic works are digital composites. Each photo combines elements from
many photographs. For this series, he captured and collected images with his mobile
smart devices.

Dennis’ work explores the interplay of light, darkness, colour, translucency,
blurriness and textures, skins, layers and folds. He uses images of the faces, hands,
body and nature as canvases to evoke characters from other worlds. Notions of
identity, sensuality, rebirth and transformation imbue these liminal worlds.

Also interested in the book arts, he has written and illustrated, designed and printed,
several handmade and print-on-demand books featuring his art and poetry.

Dennis completed a Master of Arts in Interactive Arts at SFU in British Columbia.

He lives in Vancouver, Canada with his partner, and continues to make photos and
books.
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http://www.akchang.com
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